
In September 2006, Western lost a world-class expert in transplantation and one of its brightest researchers and educators when Dr. Robert 
Zhong passed away.  Dr. Zhong left a legacy in London with an internationally renowned program in experimental transplantation surgery that 
has generated new treatments for transplant patients.  Western is committed to honoring this medical pioneer by building on the program he 
established to advance discovery in the field of translational transplantation research.

A Vital Health Care System
Organ and tissue donation and transplantation is a vital component of the health care system that provides life saving and enhancing 
interventions to hundreds of Canadians annually.  At the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at The University of Western Ontario, our goal 
is to be recognized as the university of choice for outstanding faculty, scientists, clinician-researchers and students in the area of translational 
transplant research and regenerative medicine.  To realize this goal, we are committed to establishing the Dr. Robert Zhong Chair in 
Translational Transplant Research.  An endowment fund of $3 million will generate approximately $135,000 annually to support the 
activities of the Chair.  The establishment of the Chair will directly advance our leadership role by enabling us to: 

�� Recruit a world class researcher and immunobiology expert to integrate novel surgical approaches to advance transplantation;

�� Promote research activities directed at the discovery and application of new therapeutics;

�� Educate, train and mentor students in experimental transplant surgery and microsurgery; 

�� Enhance knowledge translation through the clinical work performed across our network of affiliates in the field of transplantation; 

�� Promote our success and articulate our vision to the scientific community in Canada and around the world.

The Dr. Robert Zhong Chair in Translational Transplant Research will not only recognize and honour the outstanding scientific 
contributions of Dr. Zhong, a pioneer in transplantation, but will accelerate our contributions to transplantation by attracting an 
outstanding researcher and enhancing our ability to attract and retain our current world class researchers.  

Why Western?
Considering the following factors, the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry is ideally positioned to establish this Chair:

�� London is a leading international centre in the field of transplantation that has a history of supporting prominent 
researchers such as Dr. Zhong. 

�� Network of affiliates including the London Health Sciences Centre (LHSC), Lawson Health Research Institute, St. 
Joseph’s Health Care, and Robarts Research Institute.

�� Home to the Multi-Organ Transplant Program at LHSC—one of the leading 
transplant programs in Canada, performing approximately 160 transplants 
annually and more than 4,100 since 1973. 

�� A supportive community—the organ donation rate in the London region 
is among the highest in Canada (almost double the provincial and national 
averages) and the city hosted the World Transplant Games in 2005.
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Dr. Robert (Bob) Zhong
The late Dr. Robert Zhong was a brilliant scientist, a pioneer in experimental transplantation, a leader in organ transplant research, and an academic 
force at Western.  His work was paramount in making Canada a leader in organ transplant research.  

For 22 years, Dr. Zhong dedicated his life to research in transplantation and experimental 
microsurgery.  Highlights of his career include:

�� Tier One Canada Research Chair in Transplantation and Experimental Surgery
�� Professor of Surgery, Pathology, and Microbiology & Immunology, Schulich School of 		

	 Medicine & Dentistry
�� Director of Experimental Surgery, Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry
�� Established LHSC’s state-of-the-art and world-renowned Experimental Microsurgery 		

	 Laboratory
�� Past President, International Society of Experimental Microsurgery
�� Member, Canadian Society of Transplantation (awarded their Lifetime Achievement 		

	 Award in March 2007)
�� Member, American Society of Transplantation
�� Member, American Society of Transplant Surgeons

Joining Western as an international research fellow whose term was to end after one year, Dr. 
Zhong stayed with the University for another 21 years.  During that time, he oversaw the training of more than 70 graduate students and postgraduate 
fellows, and trained over 70 microsurgeons worldwide.  He had more than 180 numerously cited publications that reflect his profound understanding 
and remarkable insights into transplant immunology.  As a pioneer in microsurgery, Dr. Zhong attracted a steady stream of surgeons from around the 
world to London to study his techniques.

Dr. Zhong is remembered for his gentle spirit and his unwavering focus on translational transplant research. Many patients, now and in the future, 
have and will continue to benefit from the research contributions Dr. Zhong made to the field of transplantation.

The Dr. Robert Zhong Chair in Translational Transplant Research will create a legacy in honour of this medical pioneer while 
enhancing our established strength and leadership in the field of  transplantation.  To learn more about this Chair and how Western is 
shaping the future of health care, wellness and medical discovery, please contact:

Lori Zerebecki, Alumni & Development Officer
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry, The University of Western Ontario
Room 3270, Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-850-2540 ext. 88815
E-mail: Lori.Zerebecki@schulich.uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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