
The Division of Cardiology within the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry at The University of 
Western Ontario has established an endowed Chair in Cardiology named in honour of one of Western’s 
most distinguished clinician-scientists—Professor Emeritus and former President of the Royal 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada—Dr. Ramsay W. Gunton.  Dr. Gunton is an icon of 
London’s medical community and served as head of Western’s Department of Medicine until 1975.  
A distinguished medical scientist, professor of medicine and academic administrator, he was one 
of the first Canadian cardiologists to develop the cardiac catheterization technique.  He was also a 
key member of the team that planned and developed London’s University Hospital and the Robarts 
Research Institute.  He was appointed to the Order of Canada in 1993. 

A Fitting Tribute
The Ramsay W. Gunton Chair in Cardiology provides a fitting tribute to Dr. Gunton, while building 
on the Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry’s formidable strengths in cardiology-related research 
such as arrhythmia and atherosclerosis.  The Chair will provide leadership and develop a vigorous 
research and teaching program in cardiology with an emphasis on the genetics, physiology, diagnosis 
and treatment of these diseases.  

With the support of visionary partners who recognize the potential impact of this position, Western is committed to raising the $2.5 
million necessary to endow, in perpetuity, The Ramsay W. Gunton Chair in Cardiology.  In recognition of the importance of this 
initiative, the Division of Cardiology and the Department of Medicine have provided $200,000 in support of the Chair.  To date, a total of 
$1.75 million in private gifts has been pledged in support of this critical position.

This endowment fund will generate income on an annual basis to support the ongoing activities of the Chair.  This will include, but is 
not limited to, the following:

�� Implement innovative research projects, oversee research activities across the department and serve as a collaborator and 
mentor;

�� Contribute to the curriculum by educating and mentoring students;

�� Identify collaborative opportunities with faculty members and external partners in a close-knit community of nationally 
renowned research institutions and teaching hospitals; 

�� Respond to infrastructure and equipment needs required to execute research programs;

�� Supervise the training of highly-qualified personnel in a unique research 
environment; and

�� Promote our success and articulate our vision, results and discoveries to the medical 
community and beyond through lecture series (open to public and academic 
audiences), conferences and seminars.
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Dr. Samuel Siu
Dr. Samuel Siu, the first and current holder of The Ramsay W. Gunton Chair in Cardiology, 
is internationally recognized for his research in cardiac imaging, adult congenital heart 
disease, and fetal and maternal health.  In this current role, Dr. Siu believes he can 
grow the research profile of the Division of Cardiology, the Department of Medicine  
and the University at large, expanding on early success in multidisciplinary research 
collaborations.

Dr. Siu received his MD from the University of Alberta. After postgraduate training in 
Internal Medicine at the Mayo Graduate School, he completed fellowships in cardiology 
and cardiac ultrasound at Harvard-affiliated New England Deaconess and Massachusetts 
General Hospitals.  Dr. Siu also completed a Master of Science (Epidemiology) degree at 
the Harvard School of Public Health.  

Dr. Siu’s past and current research has received sustained peer reviewed support from 
the Medical Research Council, Canadian Institutes of Health Research, and the Heart 

and Stroke Foundation.  His expertise has been acknowledged internationally by numerous invitations for presentation, to chair scientific forums, 
and through invitations to contribute book chapters and practice guidelines.  Dr. Siu has 100 peer reviewed manuscripts published or in press.  He is a 
committed supervisor and mentor of undergraduate and postgraduate students, many of whom are now academic leaders in Canada and the United 
Kingdom. 

One of Dr. Siu’s main areas of focus is examining pregnant women and adults with congenital heart disease to determine the best diagnostic and 
treatment methods.  By studying pregnant women and their babies, he hopes to prevent premature death in adults with heart disease.  “I am looking 
at pregnant women and their babies using cardiac ultrasound, to see the interaction between the baby’s health and the mother’s health.   We hope 
to find new ways to predict heart problems in pregnant women and to look at how we should treat them during and after pregnancy,”  says Dr. Siu.

Make A Difference
To learn more about the Gunton Chair and how Western is shaping the future of health care, wellness and medical discovery, please 
contact:

Gillian Sneddon
Director of Development
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry
The University of Western Ontario
Dr. Don Rix Clinical Skills Learning Building, Suite 3721
London, Ontario N6A 5C1
Tel: 519-661-2111 x82247
Fax: 519-661-3797
E-mail: gsneddon@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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