
The University of Western Ontario provides the best student 
experience among Canada’s leading research-intensive 
universities.  This dedication to the student experience is a critical issue in 
the Faculty of Engineering where students work long and hard in a complex 
and demanding field of study.  For this reason, Western is committed to 
providing engineering students with engaging, exciting and innovative 
program enhancements that extend the scope of their education while also 
building important leadership and team skills.  

Student Activities
Student groups and activities—such as the Western Engineering 
Competition or SunStang—are an essential part of a Western Engineering student’s university career.  These student-run teams provide 
participants with practical experience, encourage collaboration and cross-faculty interaction, and help to develop entrepreneurial, leadership 
and teamwork skills that can be used throughout a lifetime.

Close to 400 students participate in a wide variety of student groups and activities including:

�� SUNSTANG (pictured above)
	 Western’s SunStang team is dedicated to the advancement of high efficiency, zero pollution, solar powered-electric vehicles.  	
	 The team competes in solar car races across Canada and the United States and raises environmental awareness at numerous 	
	 community events and educational outreach programs.  During the past five years, the SunStang team has travelled twice to 	
	 Australia 	to compete in the World Solar Challenge, the premier solar car event in the world. 

�� MINI BAJA
	 Western’s Mini Baja team designs and builds an off-road vehicle capable of negotiating rough terrain of all types including 	
	 mud, hills and jumps.  Every spring, the vehicle is entered in the Mid-West division of the SAE Mini Baja Competition and 	
	 tested under extreme conditions against 90 to 100 schools from Canada and the United States.  

�� ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS (EWB) 
	 Created in the summer of 2004, the Western Chapter of EWB has over 100 students actively involved in promoting 		
	 human development through access to technology and increasing awareness of international development.  Each year, 	
	 two engineering students travel overseas to volunteer.

�� WESTERN ENGINEERING DESIGN COMPETITION 
	 Western engineering students volunteer to participate in a two-day event that will challenge them to compete 	
	 against one another in six categories including: junior team design, senior team design, parliamentar debate, 	
	 engineering communications, consulting engineering and entrepreneurial 		
	 design.  The top teams in each category are invited to compete in the Ontario 	
	 Engineering Competition and winners from that event will go on to represent 	
	 Western Engineering at the Canadian Engineering Competition.  Those 	
	 attending these competitions represent some of our very best students and 	
	 are regarded as future leaders of the engineering profession. 
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�� FLYING MUSTANGS
	 Western’s SAE (Society of Automotive Engineers) Aero Design Team, the Flying Mustangs, integrates a number of prefabricated and newly 	
	 designed systems to produce a radio controlled aircraft.  The goal is to build a plane which is designed to lift as much weight as possible 	
	 while remaining within prescribed restrictions.

�� FORMULA SAE
	 Every year, Western’s Formula SAE Racing Team designs and builds a new, small formula-style race car for the annual Formula SAE 	
	 competition in Michigan.  Each May, over 100 engineering schools from around the world gather to compare their designs.

�� WOMEN IN ENGINEERING
	 Western’s Women in Engineering group works to empower and encourage female engineering students by creating a support network, 	
	 encouraging academic and social interaction across the environment and establishing a voluntary mentoring program.

Our Commitment
To effectively support engineering students involved in student activities, Western is committed to building a $500,000 endowment fund that will 
support the following:

�� Entry fees, travel and accommodation expenses incurred when competing in national and international competitions;

�� Purchasing equipment and supplies; and 

�� Acquiring particular services necessary to complete designs. 

Support for the Next Generation of Global Leaders
The Student Activities Fund will extend Western Engineering’s leadership position in providing the best student experience among Canada’s 
leading research-intensive universities.  Support for the Student Activities Fund will enable Western Engineering to continue to attract and retain the 
best and brightest students to our program, enable them to put their knowledge and theory into practice, and develop into the next generation of 
global leaders.

To learn more about the Student Activities Fund and how Western is educating the next generation of global leaders, please 
contact:
Virginia Daugharty, Alumni & Development Officer
Western Engineering
The University of Western Ontario
Spencer Engineering Building, Room 2073
London, ON N6A 5B9
Tel: 519-661-4209
E-mail: vdaughar@uwo.ca
www.westernmakesadifference.ca
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