


As an alumna, retired employee, parent of an 
alumna, and a donor, Linda Shapiro has  
supported Western on an annual basis for  
more than three decades.

“Western has been an integral part of my life. I  
give back because I care about Western and am 
proud of its accomplishments locally and on the 
international stage.”

Shapiro, BA’81, started working in Western Libraries 
in 1978 at the age of 23. She completed the final 
credits of her degree, which she had started a 
few years earlier, with the support of the Western 
Educational Assistance Plan. In 1980, she decided  
to start giving back in a small way.

Her gifts have varied, supporting many areas 
including The Western Fund, the Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, The Parents’ Fund and Western Libraries. 

“Fortunately, my financial status improved over 
the years and therefore I was able to continue my 
support,” notes the Metadata Specialist (formerly 
known as a Cataloguer) who retired in June 2011. 

“As a Western Libraries employee, I was immersed in 
the Western environment for 33 years, experiencing 
many opportunities for personal growth. I was 
so fortunate to be a part of a culture of respect, 
kindness and support.”

Shapiro has fond memories, as a student and 
employee, of tobogganing on University College  
hill, taking in Western Films, enjoying sporting 
events, and walking around the beautiful campus. 
She says she has always felt a sense of loyalty to  
the University.

Shapiro and her husband have instilled in their 
daughter Jennie, who earned a Nursing degree 
at Western, the importance of donating, and now 
Jennie also supports Western. “Giving is part of our 
family; it’s what we feel we have to do.”

“Regardless of the amount, donors contribute to 
helping students fulfill their potential and aiding 
Western’s research mission. I’m so proud to be 
making that kind of a difference.”

A winning team requires the collaborative efforts  
and resources of many people. This includes the  
loyal fans and alumni who choose to support 
Western’s student-athletes through the Adopt  
A Mustang program.

Annual Giving donors contributed more than 
$122,000 for varsity sports through the Adopt  
A Mustang program. Family, friends and alumni  
can easily support the team of their choice through 
this program.

Mike Frith, team manager for Mustangs’ Men’s 
Lacrosse, says the Adopt A Mustang program has 
been a huge boost to Western athletics. These funds 
supported the advanced training required for our 
students to compete as elite athletes at the provincial,  
national and international levels. 

Captain Eric Pitre, who’s pursuing a double major in 
History and Philosophy, has seen the benefit in his 
own team. “Adopt A Mustang has helped develop 
our reputation as a team that takes care of its players, 
which helps to attract talented recruits. This infusion 
of young talent is vital to the success of the team.”

For donor and former Western lacrosse player, Joe 
Masterson (LLB’90), making a gift “was one way of 

supporting a program that needs both volunteers 
and donors for it to be successful.”

“Playing lacrosse was a big part of my university 
experience. It would not have been possible without 
the generous support of alumni who may have 
played before me.”

Representing Western as a member of a varsity  
team has an incredible influence in shaping our 
student-athletes – as people, professionals and 
community citizens.  

“Playing lacrosse at Western has shown me what 
leadership, teamwork and discipline should look  
like and just how difficult it is to put these qualities 
into practice,” says Pitre.

Thérèse Quigley, BA’75, BEd’77, Western’s Director  
of Sports and Recreation Services, was very thankful 
for the response to the program last year. 

“Giving someone the opportunity to experience  
and compete in interuniversity athletics through  
the Adopt A Mustang program is more than giving 
back – it is an investment in shaping citizens and 
leaders of tomorrow.”

DONOR PROUD OF HER AFFILIATION WITH WESTERN 

ADOPT A MUSTANG PROGRAM HELPS SHAPE 
THE LEADERS OF TOMORROW
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Friends and Supporters,

Each fall, our students return to campus with a sense of optimism and excitement about 
the new academic year. As Western’s Provost & Vice-President (Academic), I share in the 
anticipation and promise that Western will deliver an exceptional academic experience. We 
are shaping the future of tomorrow’s global citizens and community leaders and that’s a 
responsibility we take very seriously.

Your donation to Western’s Annual Giving program contributes tremendously to our students’ 
achievements inside and outside the classroom.  And last year, through the generosity of 
7,183 alumni, parents and friends, Annual Giving raised more than $1.22 million for Western.

Approximately half of these donations were directed toward The Western Fund, which 
supports the University’s highest priority needs, including student scholarships. 

This issue of Annual Impact shows how your donation has made a difference for students 
such as Jason Brown, who was awarded an Ontario Graduate Scholarship to advance his 
research into metabolism rates during hibernation that one day could provide insight for 
organ surgeries. Additionally, you see how support to the Adopt A Mustang program is 
helping student-athletes on the Mustangs Men’s Lacrosse team, one of more than 30  
varsity sports, achieve their personal bests while competing at the national level.

Donor support is critical for Western to provide an exceptional student experience. Through 
your generosity, we inspire our brightest young minds from across Canada and around the 
world by offering them a world-class education, regardless of their financial circumstances.

On behalf of our students, faculty and staff, thank you for your continued support. Your 
gifts enable our students and Western’s broader campus community to achieve academic 
excellence and compete successfully on the global stage.

Sincerely,

Janice Deakin 
Provost & Vice-President (Academic)

Reunion Giving
$78,771

The Western Fund
$606,249

Faculties and 
Campus Needs

$244,903

ANNUAL GIVING AT A GLANCE

Adopt A Mustang
$122,958

The Parents’ Fund
$169,467

$1.22 Million

DONORS SUPPORT AN 
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE

Eric Pitre, BA’13

Linda Shapiro, BA‘81

“Through your generosity, we inspire our 
brightest young minds...regardless of 
their financial circumstances.”

Janice Deakin
Provost & Vice-President (Academic)



Jason Brown’s research could have a dramatic 
affect on human organ surgery – one day 
allowing surgeons to take an organ, shut it down 
and then turn it back on whenever it is needed.

During hibernation and fasting, mammals slow 
down their metabolism by 30 to 99 per cent in 
order to reduce their energy expenditure  
and increase their chances of survival without 
food or in harsh environmental conditions. 

“Understanding how this occurs, and what 
mechanisms are responsible, can have significant 
medical applications in the future during 
surgeries on organs,” says the Western Biology 
PhD student.

The Aylmer, Ontario native is a father of three 
young children and says the support he received 
from the Ontario Graduate Scholarship (OGS) 
program has been essential to completing his 
doctorate this year.

“Being a graduate student and a father 
simultaneously can be difficult. The OGS allowed 
me to reduce my teaching load and gave me the 
time I needed to finish my research projects and 
write my thesis on schedule.”

After graduating, Jason also received the  
Helen Battle Postdoctoral Fellowship in Biology 
to further his research. He appreciates the 
investment donors have made in his future.

Generous donors to Western’s Annual Giving 
program gave more than $600,000 to The 
Western Fund this past year. This, along with 
other donor support, provided funding for 
scholarships and bursaries including  
415 OGS awards. The Western Fund provides 
Western with resources to seize opportunities 
like the OGS government matching fund 
program, where donations are matched 2:1  
by the Province of Ontario. 

“I hope those who contribute to The Western 
Fund realize that their donation is really an 
investment in the future of this nation. Their 
donations fund education, which in turn leads 
to innovation, research breakthroughs, and a 
more peaceful and tolerant society. And so I 
thank them, not only for helping a single 
individual like myself in my pursuit of a  
graduate education, but also for helping my 
family and my country as a whole.”

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF THIS NATION

Western Annual Giving  |  Westminster Hall, Suite 110
The University of Western Ontario  |  London, ON  N6G 2K3
t. 519.661.4200 or 1.800.423.9631    f. 519.661.3884
annual.giving@uwo.ca    westernmakesadifference.ca

STUDENT CALLER KNOWS THE 
BENEFIT OF DONOR SUPPORT
Nunu Zhang understands how important financial support is for 
students. This fourth-year music student felt overwhelmed by the 
expense of university life when she arrived at Western and 
appreciated the entrance scholarship she received.

“I was shocked at the realization of how expensive everything 
was and thankful to have extra funds that I could put toward my 
tuition and living expenses,” notes Nunu, who is the first in her 
family to attend university in Canada. She emigrated from China 
with her parents when she was six years old and grew up in 
Owen Sound. 

Now, Nunu is one of nearly 50 student callers who raised more 
than $648,000 in contributions through Western’s Annual Giving 
Call Centre last year. She feels privileged to help raise funds for 
Western students who are likely worried by the expense of going 
to university, just as she was.

“This support allows students to fully experience how great life is 
here. My time in school has been fantastic and donor generosity 
has helped contribute to the sense of community at Western.”

Nunu says the Ontario Graduate Scholarship Program is 
something she strongly believes in, as well as scholarships and 
bursaries for students in need. By being a student caller, she feels 
she is in some way helping her fellow students. 

“Student award and scholarship donations are truly important  
to Western because they allow anyone who wants to pursue a 
university degree to do so. And for that – we are thankful.”

The Western Annual Giving Call Centre has been contacting alumni, 
parents and friends for Western for more than 10 years.  In addition 
to receiving important funds for the University, last year alone, 
student callers updated more than 50,000 alumni and friends on 
news and events at Western.

To make a request about the kinds of contact you would like to receive, please contact Advancement Services at 519-661-4176 or 1-800-420-7519; 
fax 519-661-4182, or email advser@uwo.ca 

At The University of Western Ontario, we are committed to protecting your personal information. We collect your information under the authority 
of The University of Western Ontario Act, 1982, as amended, to administer our alumni relations programs and fundraising campaigns. The 
information we collect is used to keep our alumni, donors and friends informed about our programs and services, and to ask for your financial 
support. At any time you have the right to request that your personal information cease to be used for alumni programs and services and/or for 
fundraising purposes. For the complete protection of privacy notice, please see: www.advser.uwo.ca/PrivacyStatement.htm

ANNUAL DONOR RECOGNITION 
The Leaders’ Circles recognize Western’s generous donors who make 
gifts of $1,000 up to $24,999 during each fiscal year. Benefits of 
membership include invitations to Western events, special 
communications, and recognition on our donor board in Alumni Hall.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS INCLUDE:
   �• Deans’ Circle, annual donors of $1,000 to $2,499 

• President’s Circle, annual donors of $2,500 to $4,999 
• Governors’ Circle, annual donors of $5,000 to $9,999 
• Chancellor’s Circle, annual donors of $10,000 to $24,999

Individual donors who cumulatively give $25,000 or more are 
recognized in The 1878 Societies. For more information on 
Western’s donor recognition programs, please visit:  
www.westernmakesadifference.ca/donors/recognition.html

If you would like to receive this publication electronically, and/or you would like more information about how you can make a gift to Western, 
contact Western Annual Giving at 519-661-4200 or 1-800-423-9631, or email annual.giving@uwo.ca.

The University of Western Ontario is committed to 
openness and transparency in our fundraising and 
charitable operations. 

Our three-year average cost per dollar raised is just 10 
per cent (10 cents for each dollar raised), well below the 
Canada Revenue Agency recommended threshold of 
35 per cent. No funds received from donors are used 
for fundraising expenses. All fundraising expenses are 
supported by the University and Foundation Western.

Western is a Sector Champion and member of the  
Ethical Code Program with Imagine Canada  
(www.imaginecanada.ca). The University of Western 
Ontario and Foundation Western are both registered 
charities through the Canada Revenue Agency. 

THE COST OF FUNDRAISING
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Nunu Zhang, BMus’12

Jason Brown, PhD’11


